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Joint Committee on Community Safety 

January 17, 2008 Summary 

Audiotape of the meeting is available at Town Clerk’s Office 

Minutes are available at Town Clerk’s Office 

 

1. Call to order: 7:04 pm  

 

Present: Mitch Page, Dave Tompkins, Myra Cohen, Janice Joseph, Kris Nasinnyk, Steve 

Bafundo, Kevin Borrup, Meg Casasanta, Dave Nagel, Tim Manke 

 

Absent:  Pam Raynock 

 

Also attending: Ken Freidenberg, Director of Human Services, Sgt. Jeanine Allin, Police 

Dept. Brenda DelGado, AHEC, Laura Morris, Health District 

 

2. Public Participation –   None 

 

3.  Approval of 12/20/07 Summary – Unanimous   

          

4.   AHEC Proposal (Attached)  
� The Committee reviewed and discussed the proposal with Brenda DelGado 

from AHEC 

� It was clarified for Brenda that the Joint Committee reports to the Town 

Council.  It was also re-emphasized that the Joint Committee’s charge is 

community safety. 

� AHEC will modify the proposal with a focus on #3 on Page 6 as a place to 

start. 

� The subcommittee with non-elected officials (anyone else is welcome to 

attend) will meet on Tuesday January 29 at 7pm to review the proposal and 

make a recommendation to the full Committee at the next meeting. 

 

5.    Input from youth – Laura Morris, Health District (attached hand-out)  

� Laura Morris reviewed the hand-out which provides an overview of the 

types of youth groups as identified by School Resource Officer, Will Jordan.  

Laura also discussed her experience with skateboarders in Wethersfield. 

�  Website options for training youth workers, school staff, police, parks and 

recreation, parents, other youth etc. to outreach to these groups was also 

presented. 

� There was further discussion about approaches to outreach including 

community conversations, training staff from human services, schools, 

police, parks and recreation, parents, youth, scout leaders and others. 

� Sgt. Allin identified a grant that the Police and Human Services will apply 

for that would bring patrol officers, at risk youth and other youth together on 

the Challenge Course. 

� It was agreed that the process of outreach to at risk youth can take a long 

time with the building of trust as an important ingredient for success. 
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� Laura is willing to help explore funding and approaches to train others.  

 

6.   Elementary School Tours 
� Mitch Page and Dave Tompkins reported on their tour of Ruth Chaffee. This 

completes tours at all the schools.  They were really impressed with each of 

the schools and approaches of the Principals.   

� It was suggested the Fire Department and EMS also provide input to the 

Committee about safety issues from their perspective. 

� Ken Freidenberg reported that Library Director, Marian Amodeo also has 

safety concerns and Ken suggested the Committee tour the Library.  He also 

suggested the Town Hall and Senior and Disabled Center be toured as well.   

 

7. Update on Neighborhood Meetings 
� Sgt. Allin reported the Police are still researching local town ordinances 

regarding Possession of Tobacco Products and Possession of Graffiti 

Products to address youth inappropriately congregating which may lead to 

graffiti and vandalism.  Although, they ran into a snag regarding the 

graffiti products, they are still working on it. 

� There was a follow up neighborhood meeting for the Fisk Drive area and 

they will continue exploring developing a park working along with Parks 

and Recreation.  More clean-up is planned in the future.  There has been 

increased enforcement and additional signage was placed at the Sunset 

Road area. 

� A neighborhood meeting is scheduled for the Harris and Lawrence Drive 

area for January 24 at 7pm.  The Goodale Drive area is next and the end of 

February will be 7
th

 and 8
th

 Street.  Sgt. Allin will send notices to 

Committee members and through Town Manager’s Office to the Town 

Council. 

 

8. “Walkable Newington” 

� Mitch gave an update on the first meeting which attracted over 25 people.  

Their next meeting is February 7 at the Teen Center 7pm.  They are 

focusing on four areas: 

1) Attitude/culture change where Newington as a community believes and behaves such 

that pedestrians' and bikers' safety and enjoyment are a very high priority and become 

part of the mindset of all residents when traveling through town as well as part of the 

town leaders when planning development or any changes to infrastructure. For example, 

when someone steps off the curb and onto a crosswalk, cars stop or when bikers are on 

the road cars yield and share the road safely and respectfully!  

2) Identify, construct, connect, and mark safe biking paths throughout town linking all 

parks and open spaces. 

3) Identify, construct, connect, and mark hiking trails throughout town linking all parks 

and open spaces.  

4) Identify, construct, connect and mark designated safe routes to all schools where 

children and families are truly safe and can move easily and efficiently from 

neighborhood to neighborhood to get to school. 
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This will encourage healthy walking/biking behavior, reduce costs/pollution from busses, 

decrease congestion and encourage neighbors to be out on the streets making the town 

safer for all.   

 

9.   Town Council Response to Short-Term Recommendations  
���� The Town Council will meet with representatives of the Joint Committee 

sometime in February.  The School Department is in the process of having a 

safety survey done by CIRMA, the town’s insurance company who will be 

producing a report.   

 

10.   Other Business  

���� Mitch Page spoke with Town Manager, John Salomone regarding the 

drop boxes at the post office and the town is working with the Post Office 

management to move the boxes to a safer area.   

���� Mitch Page spoke with the town engineer regarding timing of lights on 

Cedar Street.  Town engineer believes it is more a street design issue rather 

than timing of lights when it comes to making Cedar Street safer for vehicles 

and pedestrians. 

 

11. Public Participation 

���� Concern was expressed that with all the different meetings residents want 

to be sure that everyone is on the same page with information and direction. 

���� Please get the word out to residents about the neighborhood and other 

meetings. 

 

       12.  Adjournment – 9:32pm 

 

  

                                         
Respectfully Submitted: Ken Freidenberg, Director of Human Services  

 

Next Subcommittee Meeting: Thursday January 29, 2008 at 7pm Human Services 

Conference Room 5  

Next Regular Meeting:  Thursday February 21, 2008 at 7pm Helen Nelson Room 

 

 

 


